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Summary
Extract from Minutes of the Meeting of Handforth Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th
March 2021:
MOTION: To set up a community woodland management group to look after those areas
of woodland we have left e.g. Hall road and behind Boots. Cllr. Tolver noted that there
were S106 monies available to contribute towards this from the Care Home development
off Hall Road. Cllr Smith proposed, seconded by Cllr Moore. Resolved: Unanimously.
Following the Parish Council meeting of the 16th March, the decision was taken to
investigate options for delivery of a woodland management plan, which would promote
delivery of policies identified within the Handforth Local Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2030.
See appendix 1: Extract from Handforth Local Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2030
There are twelve separate woodlands identified within the Neighbourhood Plan which
vary in type, age and character. Cheshire has historically been significant for its
agricultural land-use as is typical of many parts of the Borough of Cheshire East.
Remaining woodlands are often associated with river valleys and adjacent to tributaries
which were less favourable for agricultural use. In this respect, Handforth is no different;
indeed, today, the level of development within Handforth, has largely removed the
potential for woodland to exist at all, away from the rivers and brooks - and through the
19th and early 20th centuries, Handforth’s valleys, were also significant for their industrial
installations and this legacy is still evident in several places.
Today, the valley of the River Dean, which flows roughly westward through the Parish,
just to the south of the village, provides the ‘corridor’ along which, much of the
woodland exists. Dobbin and Spath brooks, which form tributaries to the Dean, flow
southward, from the northern part of the Parish into the Dean, itself a tributary of the
River Bollin, and these also see concentrations of woodland.
Ownership of woodland across the Parish varies; indeed, it is not easily understood as to
the numbers of landowners involved. Woodland along Spath Brook (Compt. 5) for
example, appears to be in multiple ownership, however a large proportion of
compartments are owned by the Local Authority, potentially easing the implementation
of any management.
This document, should therefore be considered as primarily, a summary of woodlands as
they are listed within the Neighbourhood Plan and a proposed strategy for woodlands
within the Parish. (It is worth noting that a small number of areas of
woodland/significant trees exist within the Parish, which are not identified within it. See
map 17.)
It also offers proposals around objectives for each woodland compartment based upon
UK Forestry Standard management planning criteria. Ideally it would form the basis
upon which dialogue with respective landowners, around long-term management of each
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compartment might be based, with a view to application to the Forestry Commission for
licensing and potential funding.
It is important to note that this strategy is designed as a proposal for enabling
woodlands in the Parish to be better understood and for appropriate responses to ensure
the enhancement and perpetuation of the environmental and social benefits which they
provide. It does not include a proposal for a tree safety management policy, the
responsibility for which should lie with owners and custodians of the respective woodland
compartments.

Section 1: Property Details
Woodland Property Name
Name
Email
sue@moore-secure.co.uk
Agent Name (if applicable)
Email
cjowidger@outlook.com
County
Cheshire East

Handforth Parish Woodlands
Sue Moore (Parish Councillor)
Contact Number
01625528471
Christopher John Oates Widger
Contact Number
07827 331946
Local Authority
Cheshire East

Total area of woodland within management
plan (In hectares)

15.7

You have included an Inventory and Plan of
Objectives with this woodland management
plan?
You have listed the maps associated with
this woodland management plan?
Do you intend to use the information within
this woodland management plan and
associated Inventory and Plan of Operations
to apply for the following?
You declare that there is management
control of the woodland detailed within the
woodland management plan?
You agree to make the woodland
management plan publicly available?
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Yes
Yes
Felling Licence

No

Thinning Licence
Woodland Regeneration
Grant

No

No

Yes

No
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Section 2: Vision
The long-term vision should express as clearly as possible the overall direction of
management for the woodland(s) and how it is envisaged woodlands will be in the
future. This covers the duration of the plan and beyond.

2.1 Vision
Handforth’s woodlands will provide the ‘green lung’ for the village. In a partnership
with landowners, they will as far as possible be accessible, understood and valued and
enable a resource for local recreation, education and reflective connection with the
environment.
They will be integral to people's enjoyment of the Parish, and valued for the amenity
and ecological contribution they make to the quality of life for local people.
Each woodland will be structurally diverse and boast many veteran tree specimens and
habitats for diverse wildlife. They will be resilient to climate change, pests and
diseases, and increasing visitor pressure. Associated ponds, wet flushes, brooks,
grassland and hedgerows, will complement woodland, creating valuable niches for
non-woodland species.
Handforth woodlands will enjoy the protections made possible through local policies
and be the cherished stronghold for nature in an increasingly developing community –
and their management will be a model of good practice for similar Parishes.

Section 3: Plan Review – Achievements
Identify achievements made against previous plan objectives. This section should be
completed at the 5-year review and could be informed through monitoring activities
undertaken.
Objectives
No previous plan in place
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Section 4: Woodland Survey
Information relating to the woodlands and location, including any statutory constraints

4.1 Description
Site

Woodland compartments as identified within
Handforth Local Neighbourhood Plan 2018

Nearest town, village or feature

Handforth, Cheshire East.

Woodland Compartments See Map 1
Comp No

Comp Name

Area (Hectares)

Grid reference

1

Woodland on Spath Lane

.73

SJ871 841

2

The broad grass verge and
hedgerow on west side of
Wilmslow Road,

.35

SJ857 839

3

Woodland on Epsom
Avenue

.40

SJ863 837

4

Woodland between Lower
Meadow Road and Hall
Road

1.88

SJ862 834

5

Woodland in valley of
Spath Brook leading down
to the River Dean

1.13

SJ864 830

6

Woodland atop the
environmental barrier
alongside Coppice Way

1.76

SJ866 834

7

Ancient hedgerows at the
eastern extension of Hall
Road

256 (metres)

SJ 867 833

8

Woodland atop the A34
environmental barrier

1.25

SJ868 830

9

Woodland in Dobbin Brook
Clough

.96

SJ850 834

10

Woodland in the Dean
Valley below Knowle Park

1.09

SJ852 833

11

Woodland to the rear of
The Race and Vale Head

.98

SJ858 829

12a

Hall Wood (west of A34)

4.10

SJ867 827

12b

Hall Wood (east of A34)

1.07

SJ868 827
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4.2 Local Context
Handforth, the fourteenth largest ward within Cheshire East, has a population of
approximately 7,000 persons and currently many residents still think of it as a village
community rather than a town1. It is surrounded by land (principally to the east and
west) identified by Cheshire East Council as being Green Belt. The National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) protects Green Belt designations.
The high quality of the built and natural environment is recognised as a significant
characteristic of the Parish.
The natural environment also has a number of significant local biodiversity assets,
including two sites of Biological Importance – Dobbin Brook Clough, and Hall Wood
including the River Dean banks.
The Neighbourhood Plan states that Hall Wood is of importance to the county and that
both Hall Wood and Dobbin Brook Clough are designated as sites of special scientific
interest (SSSI), however, this is not believed to be correct, as they are not listed as
notified as such, nor as Local Nature Reserves (LNR) on Natural England’s website.
However, the presence of certain ground flora ‘indicator’ species suggest that in relative
terms, these compartments are likely to be on ancient woodland sites and thus
demonstrate considerable potential ecological value when compared to other nearby
features.
A band of woodland on Spath Lane is important to the green gap between Handforth and
Greater Manchester. Many of the ponds on the North Cheshire Growth Village site are
worthy of protection. This particularly applies to a trio of ponds at the following Lat. and
Long. positions: 53.20427, -2.11368; 53.20420, -2.11389; 53.20412, -2.11367. These
ponds form the habitat of great crested newts and the four-spot chaser dragonfly. The
ponds are visited by kingfishers. Barn owls have been seen in the vicinity and the
southern marsh orchid grows in surrounding damp areas.
This document covers the twelve woodland compartments which together cover an area
of 15.7 Hectares (compt. 12 is split into two by the A34 Handforth Bypass and
compartment 7, a hedge, is measured in metres). It broadly follows the Forestry
Commission template for woodland management plans, to ensure that as far as possible,
should at some point in the future, dialogue with landowners make application for
approval possible, it is prepared for and compliant with the UK Forest Standard and UK
Woodland Assurance Scheme.
Woodland compartments as identified within the Local Neighbourhood Plan, vary
considerably in terms of character, age, ecological, amenity value, accessibility and
ownership. However, of the area of woodland within the 12 compartments identified,
roughly half falls under the ownership of Cheshire East Council. See map 2.

1

Handforth-Past-Present-Future.pdf
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A number of these compartments were created with the distinct purpose of the provision
of environmental barriers to the A34 Wilmslow/Handforth Bypass constructed during the
1980s. One area i.e. area 2 (the broad verge west of Wilmslow Road) could be
considered to be more ‘public green space’ than woodland, whilst others, typically within
the valley of the River Dean and associated brooks, display ancient semi-natural
woodland characteristics. It is perhaps worth noting, that the Parish benefits from a
small handful of similar woodland-like features, but which are not referenced within the
Neighbourhood Plan – and that a considerable number of notable trees, many of which
are protected by Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) exist within the parish, but which are
not identified within the Neighbourhood Plan.
As a consequence, the woodlands present today date mainly from the late 20th century,
though potentially a number have been present for well over 400 years (the duration a
site needs to have had continual woodland cover, to be classified as ‘ancient’.) Evidence
for those areas which were under a woodland cover historically, can clearly be identified
from the Tithe Map of 1844 (see maps 4, 5, 6) and the 1st Edition OS map of 1882. See
maps 7, 8, 9. It is indeed possible, that today, there may well be a greater level of
woodland cover than during the mid-19th century.
Despite the relatively recent origin of much of the woodland, there are areas of ancient
semi-natural woodland and altogether, quite a considerable number of veteran trees.
Small areas of other important habitats also occur, including areas of carr as well as
ponds and though little primary survey data appears to exist, it is likely that, especially
given similarity to woodlands within adjacent parishes, which have been widely
researched and monitored, that in the more well-established woodlands, Biodiversity
Action Plan (BAP) priority species including bats, birds and plants, as well as several
nationally scarce invertebrates may well be present. Therefore, biological importance
may be less well appreciated here than other locations, but is still significant.
With a large and growing population on its doorstep, some of Handforth’s woodlands
play an important role for recreation such as dog walking and cycling - and in some
locations, this is having a localised, detrimental effect on the integrity of ecosystems
through trampling, soil compaction and disturbance. Current and imminent development
within the Parish will increase pressure on green spaces, including several of the
woodlands, for public recreation. However, it should be noted, that even in woodlands
which demonstrate ecological significance, steep slopes which are difficult to negotiate,
appear to largely reduce human and canine impact.
Public Rights of Way or permissive paths, (see map 3) pass through or reach a number
of the compartments, but in at least two of the woodlands, there is no formal public
access and thus, such pressures are negligible, though conversely, access for any
management is likely to be difficult. It also appears to be the case, that some areas are
under multiple, private, domestic ownership thus making a consistent approach to
management challenging.
Other threats include grey squirrels, see appendix 2. (though surprisingly, few animals
were observed during visits in May 2021), possible tree diseases, invasive non-native
species such as Rhododendron, Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and Cherry laurel
and the likely effects of climate change, especially on species such as the intolerant
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beech and wet woodland habitats. Sycamore, which tends to shade out competing
vegetation, is also widely present.
Broadly, the woodland areas fall into five types:
1. Ancient semi-natural woodland within the river valleys and alongside associated
brooks, where a diversity of structure, at least in places is evident, including the
presence of veteran trees and diverse woodland wildflowers and other ground flora
2. Areas such as those alongside main transport routes, where the majority of the
woodland is even aged, mixed plantation with a wide range of native and non-native
species, with some areas dominated by shade bearing species
3. Amenity areas which have a more ‘municipal’ quality
4. Secondary woodland, which, potentially has been in existence for a considerable
period, but where evidence of wholesale, twentieth century clearance exists
5. Broadleaved plantation

4.3 Compartment Summary
Compt. Compt.
No.
Name

Summary
description

Further detail

1

Woodland on
Spath Lane

Deciduous
plantation,
with veteran
oak
hedgerow
trees on
eastern
boundary

Lacking in structural diversity; dominated by
high canopy mainly oak and silver birch.
Some small areas of recent planting evident.
The eastern boundary is largely comprised of
a series of a row of veteran oaks along what
appears to be an historic hedgerow (which is
identified on the 1st edition OS map, 1882)

2

The broad
grass verge
and hedgerow
on west side
of Wilmslow
Road

Amenity area

Largely dominated by mown grassland with
regular arrangements of spring bulbs, with
occasional mixed plantings of various
maples/acers, cherries and conifers with
formalised shrubberies

3

Woodland on
Epsom
Avenue

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland

Largely secondary woodland with coppiced
willow, veteran rowan, evidence of extraction
of sand/clay/earth movement. Limited ground
flora possibly due to sycamore shading. Some
littering. Appears to be used as a place for
discreet congregation of people

4

Woodland
between
Lower
Meadow Road
and Hall Road

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland

Dominated by broadleaved species of wide
variety, typically oak, willow, sycamore, horse
chestnut, beech, silver birch, cherry and
others, with generally good structural range.
Ancient woodland plant indicators, typically
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within the vicinity of the brook, which also
boasts a series of veteran trees. Small areas
of slightly wet woodland exist. The wood is
not evident on 19th century maps and also
appears to suggest 20th widespread clearance
and evidence of man-made features;
potentially track-related, exist, which align
with features identified in aerial photos to the
north and south (see aerial photo 1).
A popular circuit, albeit one which tends to be
waterlogged during winter, exists for walkers,
and part of the route enables access through
the wood from north to south. Multiple ponds,
once associated with mills downstream, flank
the western part of the wood, though
ecological benefit which might otherwise be
afforded to complement the woodland, may
be limited due to use as commercial fisheries.
5

Woodland in
valley of
Spath Brook
leading down
to the River
Dean

6

Woodland
Mixed
atop the
plantation
environmental
barrier
alongside
Coppice Way

Plantation dating to the 1980s. Created as
environmental barriers to adjacent retail
estate. Wide ranging broadleaved and
coniferous species of largely even age,
however natural regeneration is occurring.
Localised clusters of Corsican pine are
creating shaded areas. Access is available to
the eastern end as far as the footbridge over
the A34.

7

Ancient
hedgerows at
the eastern
extension of
Hall Road

Though included within the Neighbourhood
Plan, it is unlikely the hedgerow predates
Enclosures Acts. Largely dominated by
hawthorn of uniform and not veteran age,
with occasional self-sewn sycamore and elder.
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Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland
(possibly
ancient seminatural)

Hedgerow

The woodland broadly flanks the brook which
flows in a southerly direction towards the
River Dean. 20th century housing
development extends the entire length of the
wood which appears on 19th century maps, on
both east and west banks and the rear of
each respective property appears to extend to
the brook, thus making both assessment and
likelihood of a unified approach to
management, very challenging. Observed
from a distance, and using aerial photos, the
wood appears to be dominated by similar
species to Hall Wood i.e. beech, oak and
alder. It is not possible to observe levels of
any possible regeneration, restocking of
ground flora.
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8

Woodland
Mixed
atop the A34
plantation
environmental
barrier

Plantation dating to the 1980s. Created as
environmental barriers to adjacent A34 dual
carriageway. Wide ranging broadleaved and
coniferous species of largely even age,
however natural regeneration is occurring and
there is evidence of coppicing in areas,
especially relating to shrub species such as
hazel. Localised clusters of Corsican pine are
creating shaded areas.

9

Woodland in
Dobbin Brook
Clough

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland
(potentially
Ancient seminatural)

Broad range of native and non-native high
canopy species, deciduous species, with
considerable numbers of potential veteran
trees, some self-sewn, others possibly
planted, such as sycamore, beech, Horse
chestnut, Lime, Hornbeam and with good
structural diversity including natural
regeneration of above and Holly, Alder
Buckthorn. One mature Corsican pine
specimen was noted. Ancient woodland
ground flora indicator species in places,
(though the woodland does not appear on
19th century maps), plus good quantities of
deadwood both aerial and terrestrial.
Occasional rhododendron present, with an
area of Japanese knotweed where Dobbin
Brook meets the River Dean. The steeply
sloping woodland with the brook at the
bottom is flanked to the east by a mature
Holly hedge, presumably associated with the
adjacent, demolished Knowle House. A wellused access route runs roughly parallel to the
hedge, deviating occasionally.

10

Woodland in
the Dean
Valley below
Knowle Park

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland,
possible
ancient seminatural,
particularly
towards
upper slopes

The woodland, which runs along the northern
banks of the River Dean, faces south and
slopes steeply down towards the river. The
upper slopes are characterised by some
significant, veteran oaks with Holly
dominating the understorey. Lower down the
slopes, trees are largely younger, with
numerous oaks, alder etc reflecting historic
grazing of the lower slopes, though a wide
range of deciduous species is present, along
with occasional veterans, such as a fine
specimen of wild pear. The small flood plain,
which were once used as pasture, appear no
longer to be grazed and scrubby vegetation is
taking over from grassland and enabling good
graduated woodland edge habitat to develop.
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11

Woodland to
the rear of
The Race and
Vale Head

Lowland
mixed
deciduous
woodland

No public access and largely inaccessible and
thus woodland succession appears to be
largely unimpaired, aside from impact of nonnative species. Much of the wood sits on the
historic floodplain adjacent to the
straightened River Dean (associated with
Handforth Works, now demolished and
redeveloped as housing). Mixed, mainly
deciduous species, dominated by sycamore
and willow. Natural processes occurring with
apparent, good levels of deadwood. The site
was largely pasture until at least 1932 (see
aerial photo 2). Considerable levels of
invasive Himalayan Balsam as well as
Rhododendron ponticum.

12a

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

Ancient seminatural (in
part)

Hall Wood should be considered as two parts;
the first being west of the A34 dual
carriageway and the second, smaller section,
to the east of the main highway. The River
Dean, which passes beneath the road being
the connecting factor. The wood can then
roughly be subdivided in smaller, fairly
defined areas (see map 16). The northeast
corner, which appears to contact old clay pits,
is dominated by oak with some mature
specimens as well as naturally regenerating
oak. However, various non-native species
including considerable amounts of bamboo,
appear to have escaped from nearby gardens.
Below this, lies a belt of largely younger
trees, dominated by alder and considerable
numbers of naturally regenerating ash. The
stepper slopes leading down to the Dean
Valley are characterised by mature beech,
with prolific natural regen and ‘carpets’ of
bluebells (during visit in May 2021).
The valley bottom displays carr features; is
largely wet and host to alder and willow with
copious fallen trees, providing ecological
diversity. No access is available from the west
or north as no through route is possible due
to private properties surrounding, however,
Footpath 89 allows access from the north,
which then connects with an underpass
beneath the A34, created to allow both the
River and pedestrians to pass beneath and
link with the eastern part of Hall Wood
(compt. 12b).
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12b

Hall Wood
(east of A34)

Ancient seminatural (in
part)

Compt
. No.
1

Compt. Name

Photo No.

Woodland on
Spath Lane

1. Looking
north. Largely
even-aged
deciduous
plantation

2

The broad
grass verge
and
hedgerow on
west side of
Wilmslow
Road (looking
south)

2a. Looking
south

2

The broad
grass verge
and
hedgerow on
west side of
Wilmslow
Road (looking
north)

2b. Looking
north towards
war memorial
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Largely similar to compt. 12a, the two having
only been separated by the construction of
the A34. However, regeneration of beech is
much less prolific here than west of the main
road. The upper levels above the river valley
are dominated by mature beech and
sycamore, though as in 12a, alder are also
present. The footbridge across the River Dean
subject to erosion of parapets.

Image
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3

Woodland on
Epsom
Avenue

3. Veteran
rowan on
bank of
earthworks,
with mixed,
self-sewn
species

4

Woodland
between
Lower
Meadow Road
and Hall
Road - north

4a. Looking
north. Spath
brook flowing
south towards
the River
Dean, west of
St Benedict’s
School

4

Woodland
between
Lower
Meadow Road
and Hall
Road - south

4b. Southern
end of
Woodland 4
showing even
aged
regeneration
and shrub
layer.
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5

Woodland in
valley of
Spath Brook
leading down
to the River
Dean

5.

6

Woodland
atop the
environmenta
l barrier
alongside
Coppice Way

6a. Looking
east. Abrupt,
northern edge
of woodland
with mown
verge

6

Woodland
atop the
environmenta
l barrier
alongside
Coppice Way

6b. Broad
range of
planted
species which
are
regenerating
naturally.
Presence of
deadwood.
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7

Ancient (?)
hedgerows at
the eastern
extension of
Hall Road

8

Woodland
atop the A34
environmenta
l barrier

8

Woodland
atop the A34
environmenta
l barrier

9

Woodland in
Dobbin Brook
Clough
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7. The
neighbourhoo
d plan
suggest the
hedge is
ancient, but it
displays
typical,
straight line,
low species
diversity of
later,
Enclosures Act
hedges.
8a. Looking
south on
western side
of main road.

8b. Well used
access route
between
shopping
development
and bridge
over A34
towards
Handforth
Garden Village
site. Coppiced
hazel.
9a. Looking
south.
Northern end
of woodland
with good
structural
diversity and
natural
regeneration.
Well used
access to the
left.
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9

Woodland in
Dobbin Brook
Clough

9b. Lower
slopes with
coppiced
Norway maple

9

Woodland in
Dobbin Brook
Clough

9c. Looking
south. Main
access route
with wellestablished
holly hedge
boundary to
the left

10

Woodland in
the Dean
Valley below
Knowle Park

10

Woodland in
the Dean
Valley below
Knowle Park

10a. Lower
slopes,
previously
pasture with
natural
regeneration
and shrub
layer
development
10b. Looking
north. Upper
slopes well
wooded, with
good example
of wild pear
tree and
developing
shrub layer in
foreground
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10

Woodland in
the Dean
Valley below
Knowle Park

10c. Upper
slopes
dominated by
veteran oaks
and holly

11

Woodland to
the rear of
The Race and
Vale Head

12

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

12

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

11. Limited or
no public
access.
Evident
structural
diversity. High
levels of
Himalayan
balsam along
river
12a. Northeast corner
dominated by
oaks, old clay
workings, but
with various
invasive
domestic
plants such as
bamboo
12b. Remnant
hedgerow,
pre-dating
surrounding,
younger
woodland
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12

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

12c. Dense
Ash
regeneration,
evidence of
relatively
recent
clearance

12

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

12d. Area
dominated by
Alder/alder
coppice, with
invasive
rhododendron

12

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

12e. Slopes to
the River
Dean
dominated by
Beech

12

Hall Wood
(west of A34)

12f.
Himalayan
Balsam along
course of
river. Typical
of many
compartments
, especially
near
watercourses.

12

Hall Wood
(east of A34)

12g. Slopes to
the River
Dean
dominated by
Beech
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12

Hall Wood
(east of A34)

12h. Little
natural
regeneration
beneath
beech trees,
compared to
below alders
in background

4.4 Information
Within
Woodland(s)

Feature
Biodiversity- Designations
Site of Special Scientific
Interest
Special Area of Conservation
Tree Preservation Order
Conservation Area
Special Protection Area
Ramsar Site
National Nature Reserve
Local Nature Reserve
Other (please Specify):
Notes

Adjacent to
Woodland(s)

No

No

No
Yes

No
Yes

No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes/No

Within
Cpts
Woodland(s)
Biodiversity - European Protected Species
Bat Species (if known)
Yes/No
Feature

Dormouse

Yes/No

Great Crested Newt

Yes/No

Otter

Yes/No

Sand Lizard

Yes/No
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Cpts

5,10,
11,12

9,12

No
No
No
No
No
Yes/No

Map No

Map No

5,14,15

14,15

Notes
Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed

Handforth Parish, a strategy for woodlands. 2021-2031
Smooth Snake

Yes/No

Natterjack Toad

Yes/No

Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed

Biodiversity – Priority Species
Schedule 1 Species:
Yes/No
Birds
Mammals (Red Squirrel,
Yes/No
Water Vole, Pine Marten
etc)
Reptiles (grass snake,
Yes/No
adder, common lizard
etc)
Plants
Yes/No
Fungi/Lichens

Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed

Yes/No

Invertebrates
Yes/No
(butterflies, moths,
beetles etc)
Amphibians (pool frog,
Yes/No
common toad)
Other (please Specify):
Yes/No
Historic Environment
Scheduled Monuments
No
Unscheduled Monuments
No
Registered Parks and
No
Gardens
Boundaries and Veteran
Yes
Trees
Listed Buildings
No
Other (please Specify):
Yes/No
Landscape
National Character Area (please Specify):
National Park
No
Area of Outstanding
No
Natural Beauty
Other (please Specify):
No
People
CROW Access
No
Public Rights of Way
Yes
(any)
Other Access Provision
Yes
Public Involvement
Yes
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Not
surveyed
Not
surveyed

Not
surveyed

1,4,5, 9, 10,
12

12,13,14,15

12

3

2, 4, 9, 10

3
Volunteer
litter
clearers
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Visitor Information
Public Recreation
Facilities
Provision of Learning
Opportunities
Anti-social Behaviour
Other (please Specify):
Water
Watercourses
Lakes
Ponds
Other (please Specify):

No
No
No
Yes
Yes/No

3, 4

13

Littering

Yes
No
Yes
Yes/No

4,5,9,10,11,12

12,13,14,15

12

14

4.5 Habitat Types
This section is to consider the habitat types within the woodland(s) that might
impact/inform management decisions. Larger non-wooded areas within woodlands
should be classified according to broad habitat type; where relevant this information
should help inform management decisions. Woodlands should be designed to achieve
diverse structure of habitat, species and ages of trees, appropriate to the scale and
context of the woodland.
Feature

Within
Woodland(s)

Cpts

Map
No

Woodland Habitat Types
Ancient Semi-Natural
Woodland

Yes

5,12

14

1,3,4,5,6,8,10,11

12,
13,
14,
15

Planted Ancient Woodland
Site (PAWS)
Semi-natural features in
PAWS
Lowland beech and yew
woodland

No
No
No
Yes

Lowland mixed deciduous
woodland
Upland mixed ash woods

Page 23 of 62

No

Notes
Ancient
woodland
indicators
present in
compt. 9
also, but not
mapped as
woodland in
1841

Handforth Parish, a strategy for woodlands. 2021-2031
Upland Oakwood
Wet woodland
Wood-pasture and parkland
Other (please Specify):
Non Woodland Habitat Types
Blanket bog
Fenland
Lowland calcareous grassland
Lowland dry acid grassland
Lowland heath land
Lowland meadows
Lowland raised bog
Rush pasture
Reed bed
Wood pasture
Upland hay meadows
Upland heath land
Unimproved grassland
Peat lands
Wetland habitats
Other (please Specify):

No
Yes
No
Yes/No
No
No
No
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes/No

12 (in part)

14

10

15

4.6 Structure
This section should provide a snapshot of the current structure of your woodland.
Ensuring woodland has a varied structure in terms of age, species, origin and open
space will provide a range of benefits for the biodiversity of the woodland and its
resilience. The diagrams below show an example of both uneven and even aged
woodland.
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Woodland
number
1

Woodland Type
(Broadleaf, Conifer,
Coppice, Intimate Mix)
Broadleaf

2

Broadleaf, conifer

even

3

Broadleaf

uneven

4

Broadleaf

Uneven

5

Broadleaf

Uneven

6

Broadleaf, conifer

even

Some natural regen
occurring

7

Broadleaf hedge

8

Broadleaf, conifer

even

9

uneven

10

Broadleaf (one mature
Corsican pine noted)
Broadleaf

11

Broadleaf

uneven

12

Broadleaf

uneven

Some natural regen
occurring
Understory and natural
regeneration present
Understory and natural
regeneration present
Understory and natural
regeneration present
Understory and natural
regeneration present

Age Structure
(even/uneven)
even

uneven

Notes (i.e. understory or
natural regeneration
present)
Little understory
Municipal verge with
occasional trees

Section 5: Woodland Protection
Woodlands in England face a range of threats; this section considers the potential
threats that could be facing your woodland(s). The simple Risk Assessment process
below considers potential threats to the woodland(s) and whether there is a need to take
action to protect them.

5.1 Risk Matrix
The matrix below provides a system for scoring risk. The matrix also indicates the
advised level of action to take to help manage the threat.

Impact

High

Plan for Action

Action

Action

Medium

Monitor

Plan for Action

Action

Low

Monitor

Monitor

Plan for Action

Low

Medium

High

Likelihood of Presence
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5.2 Plant Health
Threat:

Ash Dieback (Chalara)

Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)

Low

Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Low
•

Threat:

Phytophthora ramorum

Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)

Low

Impact (high/medium/low)

Medium

Response (inc protection measures)

•

Too few significant ash trees to be of
concern. Ash regeneration is prolific in
parts of compartment 12, but failure of
ash, likely to promote alder regen

Potential to affect veteran beech in
compartment 12. Remove carrier:
rhododendron ponticum

Chalara disease of ash is well established in the UK however there is very little ash
within the Parish woodlands so the impact of an outbreak will be low.
Phytopthora ramorum (Sudden Oak Death) mainly affects larch, but also has a wide
range of conifer (Douglas fir, Sitka spruce) and broadleaf hosts (Turkey oak, beech,
sweet chestnut, horse chestnut) as well as affecting rhododendron and bilberry. It is
now well established in the UK, and there have been recent cases across areas of
Cheshire East. If a stand becomes infected there is a statutory requirement to fell the
diseased trees and rhododendron, plus susceptible trees and rhododendron within a
250m buffer zone of the infected site. Larch is not a major component of the
woodlands here, but rhododendron is scattered throughout, although it is fairly sparse.
The removal of rhododendron ponticum will reduce the potential impact of Phytopthora
if it does arrive. Constant vigilance is the key to preventing the spread of this disease.
Volunteers will be made aware of the disease, its symptoms and the reporting process.
Spores can be carried on footwear, clothing, plant material, machinery and tools. Any
contractors undertaking work within Handforth woodlands will follow FC advisory note
FC 30/4/2010 (available on FC website)
If any tree does become infected by Phytopthora ramorum and is served notice by the
Forestry Commission this will require immediate action.
In such an event, an Emergency Plan would be required covering: Biosecurity measures for the public, operators, staff, machinery and tools
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Details of grants available for felling and restocking
Details of suitable contractors
Details of the felling operations, measures to avoid damaging important adjacent
habitats.
The movement and storage of timber, restocking and the prevention of re-infection of
restocked areas and the disposal of infected material.
Dothistroma septosporum (Red Band Needle Blight) is now established throughout the
British Isles (see http://www.forestry.gov.uk/PDF/fcrn002.pdf/$FILE/fcrn002.pdf). It
has been found on a range of conifer species, especially Corsican and lodgepole pine
and, to a lesser extent, Scots pine. Whilst Scots pine has generally been considered to
be of low susceptibility, an increase in the distribution and severity of the disease on
this species is now being seen. It weakens the tree, reduces productivity and vigour
and eventually leads to mortality. Dispersal is thought to occur through moist winds
and mist along with the movement of infected material. Corsican pine is a constituent
of the woodlands (primarily compts. 6, 8) and an outbreak of Dothistroma could have
consequence in these locations.
Where any planting of pine is necessary, trees should only be imported from nurseries
known to be free of the disease. See
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/dothistromaneedleblight and
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/DNBStrategy11-04-2012.pdf/$FILE/DNBStrategy1104-2012.pdf for more details

5.3 Deer
5.3
Species - Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)

Low

Impact (high/medium/low)

Low

Response (inc protection measures)

None needed

5.4 Grey Squirrels
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)
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Medium
Low
•

Retain some sycamore as ‘sacrificial’
trees
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Grey squirrels are well established across
Cheshire East and Handforth is no exception.
They cause considerable damage to broadleaf
trees, by stripping the bark to feed on the
unlignified tissue beneath, mainly between
April and September (see Mayle, Ferryman
and Pepper 2007). At Handforth, sycamore
and beech are the main species affected and
as well as targeting young trees, damage can
occur in the crowns of mature trees creating a
potential hazard. Grey squirrels also predate
birds' nests. The mixed oak-beech woodland
provides a good food source, and availability
of alternative food sources in nearby gardens
mean that control is unlikely to have a
meaningful impact on the population. The
methods of control currently available
(trapping, shooting) are unsuitable to a site
with high levels of public access. The
continued presence of grey squirrels will need
to be considered in future selection of tree
species.

Sycamore damaged by Grey Squirrel
(Compt 10)

Tree species that are most vulnerable to
squirrel damage will be avoided in any future
tree planting schemes including beech and
maples, including sycamore.

5.5 Livestock and Other Mammals
Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Rabbits
Low

Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Dogs
High to low, depending upon compartment
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Low
None needed

Disturbance to ground flora and fauna and birds
• Propose information at entrance to
woodlands where access is high/risk
greatest

Handforth Parish, a strategy for woodlands. 2021-2031
Livestock is not present on land adjacent many of the woods within the Parish and
good levels of regeneration of species such as holly, ask, beech etc suggest that
browsing is not a major problem. As further development occurs, any issues are likely
to be limited to a few isolated locations.
Many walkers bring dogs, and these have additional impacts. Dog waste leads to
localised enrichment of soils with impact on vegetation and dogs off leads cause soil
erosion and regular disturbance in areas away from paths, and it is likely that dogs
have a major impact on breeding birds.

5.6 Water & Soil
Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Acidification of Water, Pollution incidents,
siltation etc
High - where watercourses exist
High, particularly in the River Dean
• Work with partners including the
Environment Agency to address issues at
source

5.7 Environmental
Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Litter/Fly tipping
Medium

Threat

Invasive Species: Himalayan Balsam,
Rhododendron ponticum, Bamboo, Japanese
knotweed, Cherry laurel etc.
High

Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)
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Low
•

Volunteer litter pickers

High
• Management control required
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Additional threats include some localised littering, bonfires and ‘escape’ of domestic
garden plants into the woods. Evidence of mountain bike jumps was noted in Hall
Wood (Compt. 12), but appear not to have been used for some time. See Marzano and
Dandy 2012 for a review of research on recreational use and disturbance.
Handforth woodlands contain levels of invasive non-native plants which are perhaps
typical of the wider area – and much of the UK. Rhododendron and Cherry Laurel is
present (see individual compartment descriptions) but in most cases it occurs as
several scattered bushes through no single infestation appears to be taking over an
area completely. Potentially, it could be eradicated from sites fairly easily.
Himalayan Balsam occurs widely, especially near to watercourses, but without a
catchment-wide strategy for joint landowner control, eradication is unlikely. Localised
control is still beneficial however, but needs to be undertaken repetitively over several
years to have real impact.
Japanese knotweed occurs in at least one location at the southern end of Dobbin Brook
Clough. The establishment of garden escapees from dumped material is always a
threat as noted in Hall Wood. Garden waste is also being tipped into Woodland in the
Dean Valley from Houses in Knowle Park.
The commissioning of a detailed survey of the woodlands for Rhododendron and
Japanese Knotweed would be advisable. Rhododendron and Japanese knotweed should
be completely eradicated from Handforth woodlands during any adopted plan period.

5.8 Social
Threat

Rights of Way, permissive access (leading to
disturbance, soil compaction, litter etc)

Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)

High in some compartments. Nil elsewhere

Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Medium (High in localised situations)
• Enhance main access routes to
encourage pedestrians to stay on paths

Threat

Increased local development, loss of nearby
recreational green space

Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)

High in relation to some compartments. Nil
elsewhere

Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

High in localised situations
• Enhance main access routes to
encourage pedestrians to stay on paths.
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•

•

•

Ensure appropriate green space
incorporated into development
planning.
Judicial use of planning mitigation
funding to support management of
woodlands.
Interpretation plan which supports
raising awareness and engagement in
benefits of woodland

Providing public access and a positive experience is a priority for the Parish Council,
however numbers of walkers in localised situations, is causing degradation of soils and
loss of vegetation. Footpaths have become very wide in places and there are some
large areas of bare ground. As well as damaging the ground vegetation, this is also
preventing natural regeneration and leading to tree root damage.
Public interest in Parish Council activities is likely to be high and the reaction to any
proposed management may be negative unless the strategy is clearly explained and
justified, in which case, potentially, the Parish Council could be seen to be taking a
proactive approach to securing the future of local ‘green’ assets.

5.9 Economic
Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Operational costs of woodland management
Medium
Medium
• Consider fundraising/grants etc.
• Consider creation of a ‘Friends’ Group to
support delivery against aims and
objectives

The Parish has no dedicated resource for management of the woodlands and also,
given multiple ownership of sites, a strategy for working with landowners and partners
to enable resourcing the delivery of objectives will need to be developed.
Several compartments can be accessed, at least to entrance points, by adjacent roads,
however the steep slopes and narrow valleys of Dobbin Brook have no vehicular
access, and land in private ownership prevents access to other areas. Hall Wood may
well soon be completely disconnected from any vehicular access, once development of
adjacent fields is completed. Ideally, a route for access should be retained in any plans
for the housing development.
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5.10 Climate Change Resilience
Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Uniform structure (Compt 1)
High

Threat
Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Uniform Structure (Compts. 6, 8)
Med

Threat

Dominance of beech (which is vulnerable to
drought/high rainfall) in areas of Compt 12
Med

Likelihood of presence
(high/medium/low)
Impact (high/medium/low)
Response (inc protection measures)

Med
•

Low
•

Med
•

Light clearance to enable light to
ground, also restock in open areas with
varied, native broadleaved species

Light thinning, reduce numbers of
shading Corsican Pine, coppice
proportion of hazels

Beech regen is good, but because beech
may be threatened long-term, consider
planting occasional, mixed native
broadleaved species

Natural England has identified possible threats to semi-natural woodland posed by
climate change. Warmer winters may allow the expansion in distribution of many tree
pests and diseases, as well as increasing the over-winter survival of mammals such as
grey squirrel. An increase in the frequency of storms is also likely to lead to more
regular disturbance of the woodland canopy which may change the species
composition.
The long-term aim will be to gradually convert areas dominated by beech to native
broadleaves such as oak. Increased occurrence of summer drought will lead not only
to tree stress, but also to loss of humid conditions for bryophytes and potentially
increased fire risk. See Natural England and RSPB 2014. Historic England has also
produced a document outlining the possible consequences of climate change for the
historic landscape. See Historic England (2008).
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Increased intensity of rainfall may increase soil erosion especially on trampled ground
where there are no plant roots to bind the soil together. Drought may harm shallow
rooted trees such as beech.
Climate change, expansion of international trade, increased development (thus
increased usage of local woodlands for recreational purposes by larger populations),
increased levels of dog ownership are all likely to increase the threat posed to Britain’s
woodlands by tree pests and diseases.
If Handforth and its woodland owners are to be resilient in the face of these pressures
and be able to protect the health and vitality of its woodlands, then exclusion,
detection and adaptation will be required in response to changes in weather and
seasonal patterns and also to existing and increasing numbers of new pests and
pathogens of trees.
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Section 6: Woodland Strategy
This section requires a statement of intent. It should also set out how you intend to
achieve your management objectives and manage important features identified within
the previous sections of the plan.

This strategy is designed as a proposal for enabling woodlands in the Parish to be
better understood to enable their enhancement and protection. It offers a series of
appropriate, related responses to ensure the conservation and perpetuation of the
environmental and social benefits which the woodlands in Handforth provide to local
people.

Strategic Objective
1. Protect and enhance
biodiversity in the
woodland

Management Intention.
Work in partnership with landowners to:
Identify and conserve current and future veteran
trees
Actively increase amounts of dead wood both
terrestrial and aerial where possible
Eradicate non-native invasive plant species
Use opportunities provided by natural processes
(such as storms) in management
Maintain areas of low disturbance
Time any operations to avoid breeding season
Maintain ponds, watercourses and other habitats
such as open areas
Seek opportunities to carry out surveys for birds,
bats, invertebrates etc and ensure results inform
management, especially around conservation of
populations of rare and endangered species

2. Ensure the woodlands and
other habitats are resilient
to climate change and plant
diseases

Reduce the impact of other pressures on woodland
and other habitats e.g. trampling, grey squirrel
damage, effects of adjacent land use
Increase structural heterogeneity in the woodland
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Maintain a diversity of native and near native tree
species
Favour natural regeneration over planting where
possible, but where planting is required, use locally
grown trees

3. Conserve and protect
cultural and historic
features

Pre-empt the spread of Phytopthora ramorum by
eradicating Rhododendron
Consult Archaeologist before undertaking works
which may impact on historic features
Retain veteran beech and oak element in woodlands

4. Encourage safe and
sympathetic public access

Manage woodland primarily for quiet enjoyment and
limit other activities
Maintain quiet areas with low disturbance
Implement path improvement plan to reduce
erosion and trampling
Work with dog owners to reduce problems of
trampling and fouling

5. Seek appropriate
opportunities to offset the
costs of management

6. Ensure any work
undertaken is compliant
with UK Forest Standards
and UK Woodland
Assurance Scheme
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Recruit, involve and support volunteers
Ensure, where access or where adjacent domestic
property exists, landowners are made aware of and
fulfil their liabilities with regard to tree safety
management
Work in partnership with landowners to maximise
opportunity to deliver against objectives through
income from grants
Work with Cheshire East Local Authority, including
the Planning Dept. to ensure that as far as possible,
mitigation funding such as Section 106 agreements
or though the Community Infrastructure Levy is
focused on broader ‘green’ initiatives within the
Parish, including woodlands, to offset impact of
pending housing and commercial development
See UK Woodland Assurance Scheme 3rd Edition
(2012)
See UK Forest Standard FC (2011)
Keep up to date records of management, monitoring
etc
Follow guidance in all operations (e.g. protection of
watercourses, use of pesticides, felling and
restocking etc)
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Section 7: Management
This section states the objectives of management demonstrating how sustainable forest
management is to be achieved. Objectives are a set of specific, quantifiable statements
that represent what needs to happen to achieve the long-term vision.

7.1 Overall Management Objectives
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Objectives (include environmental, economic and social considerations)
Protect and enhance biodiversity in the woodland
Encourage safe and sympathetic public access
Interpret the value of woodlands so that they are better understood by the
community
Identify and conserve current and future veteran trees
Protect and enhance ponds, streams and other habitats within and associated
with the woodlands
Ensure structural diversity
Protect the woodlands from invasive, non-native species
Ensure the woodlands and other habitats are resilient to climate change and
plant diseases
Use opportunities provided by natural processes (such as storms) in
management
In selected areas, control shading trees such as sycamore and holly, to enable
light and encourage ground flora
Maintain areas of low disturbance
Protect and enhance deadwood habitats
Through survey, better understand the species which inhabit the woodlands
Seek appropriate opportunities to offset the costs of management
Protect woodlands from impacts of encroaching development
Seek to ensure mitigation funds from local development support conservation of
woodlands
Advocate good management of woodlands to community of Parish Councils
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7.2 Objectives – by compartment
Compt.
No.

Objectives

Through
survey,
understan
d
ecological
interest

Control
invasives
(e.g.
rhodo,
Knotweed,
Himalayan
Balsam)

Selective
thin to
enable
light to
floor and
regen

Enhance
deadwood
habitat

Enhance
access
provision

New
planting
(native
broadleaf
species)

Coppice
(e.g.
hazel) to
encourage
structural
diversity

Control
sycamore
(mainly
regen)

Thin
beech
regen. restock with
native
broadleaf

Reduce
intensity
of
managem
ent

Identify
veteran
and
potential
veteran
trees

Consider
interpreta
tion to
public

1
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7.3 Suggested primary prescriptions by Compartment
Compt.
No.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Page 38 of 62

Suggested Prescriptions
Light selected thinning to help enable diversity of structure. Leave any fallen
trees to enhance deadwood provision. New planting of native broadleaved
species in open spaces. Ensure livestock in adjacent fields is excluded from
wood. Survey and record veteran and potential veteran trees.
Consider enhancing biodiversity and amenity opportunity by considered
planting of native broadleaved trees of various scale, such as oak, lime,
Scots pine, cherry, field maple etc and reduced intensity of grassland
management to emulate hay meadow
Light selected thinning to help enable diversity of structure; focus on
sycamore. Leave any fallen trees to enhance deadwood provision. Control
invasive species e.g. rhododendron. Survey and record veteran and
potential veteran trees.
Light selected thinning where even aged stands dominate, to help enable
diversity of structure. Control levels of sycamore regeneration. Leave any
fallen trees in sections as large as possible to enhance deadwood provision.
Survey and record veteran and potential veteran trees. Enhance main
access routes using compacted local sandstone to encourage walkers not to
stray from paths. Consider provision of interpretation which aids public
awareness of value of woodland to the environment and community.
Work with landowners to establish shared approach to understanding
existing state of woodland and potential for long-term perpetuation of
woodland cover
Lightly thin where canopy is dense. Coppice hazel to enable diversity of
structure. Reduce numbers of Corsican pine by 10-20% depending upon
density in any one area. Leave any fallen trees to enhance deadwood
provision. Remove sycamore regen. Control invasive species
Reduce intensity of cutting regime to, cut alternate sides on every other
year basis. Try to ensure ‘A’ profile. Cut only between November and
February.
Lightly thin where canopy is dense. Coppice hazel to enable diversity of
structure. Reduce numbers of Corsican pine by 10-20% depending upon
density in any one area. Leave any fallen trees to enhance deadwood
provision. Remove sycamore regen. Control invasive species
Minimum management intervention proposed, partly due to limited access,
but also because of apparent successional processes taking place.
Potentially reduce numbers of sycamore, especially regen. Allow mature
trees to decline naturally where possible. Control Invasive species,
particularly Himalayan Balsam and Japanese knotweed where Dobbin Brook
meets the River Dean.

Handforth Parish, a strategy for woodlands. 2021-2031
10

Minimum management intervention proposed, partly due to limited access,
but also because of apparent successional processes taking place.
Potentially reduce numbers of sycamore, especially regen. Consider
reduction is levels of holly on upper slopes to aid regeneration of ground
flora and other tree species. Allow mature trees to decline naturally where
possible. Control Invasive species, particularly Himalayan Balsam.

11

Little tree management proposed, partly due to very limited access, but also
because of apparent successional processes taking place. Potentially reduce
numbers of sycamore, especially regen. Control Invasive species,
particularly Himalayan Balsam.

12

Light selected thinning where even aged stands dominate e.g. sub compt. 2.
(Ash), sub compt. 4 (young beech), to help enable diversity of structure.
Control levels of sycamore regeneration. Leave any fallen trees in sections
as large as possible to enhance deadwood provision. Survey and record
veteran and potential veteran trees. Enhance main access routes using
compacted local sandstone to encourage walkers not to stray from paths.
Secure footbridge (compt. 12a). Leave any fallen, mature trees in situ
where possible to aid levels of light to woodland floor and enhance
deadwood habitats. Consider provision of interpretation which aids public
awareness of value of woodland to the environment and community. Control
invasive species, especially Himalayan Balsam along course of River Dean.

All
relevant
compts.

Unless specifically identified, where selective felling or thinning is
suggested, there should be a presumption that natural regeneration of
native species will be prioritised over re-stocking.
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7.4 Suggested Monitoring to support any interventions
Survey

Indicator of
progress/success

Invasive
non-native
plants

Frequency

Notes

Reduction/elimination Ground
survey
(rhododendron,
Japanese Knotweed
etc)

Annual

Results of ground
survey will guide
future work
programme

Biodiversity

Stable or increasing
populations of
priority species,
volumes of dead
wood

Various
surveys,
breeding
birds, bats,
fungi,
invertebrates
etc

Surveys in
years 1
and each
5
thereafter

Results of ground
survey will guide
future work
programme

Dominating
species e.g.
sycamore

Reduction of juvenile
trees numbers

Ground
survey

Annual

Reduction in numbers
should correspond to
increase in other
species

Path network Reduction of erosion,
infrastructure accessible path
network

Ground
survey

Annual
Regular survey will
formal
enable early
inspection, intervention
ongoing
through
year at
site visits

Visitor
numbers

Electronic
visitor
counters at
main access
points

Ongoing

Page 40 of 62

Awareness of access
network usage

Method of
assessment

Results of ground
survey will guide
future work
programme
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Section 8: Stakeholder Engagement – Indicative list
Individual/
Organisation

Date
Contacted

Date
feedback
received

Forestry
Commission
Regional
Advisor

May 2021

May 2021

Response

Action

Suggested
developing an ‘inhouse’ strategic plan
and to develop any
bid for management
funding/licencing at
a later date,
following
consultation,
together with
relevant landowners

This document aims
to provide strategic
aims and objectives,
to inform
consultations. It is
not designed to be
put forward for
approval by the
Forestry
Commission. A
further management
plan would need to
be developed with
any partner
landowner, relating
to specific property.

County
archaeologist

Cheshire East
Biodiversity
Officer
Cheshire East
Tree and
Woodland
Officer

May 2021

Cheshire East
Countryside
Development
Manager

May 2021

Posted on
Forest Plans
Website

Page 41 of 62

May 2021 Please contact
Cheshire East
Woodland Officer.
Maps of CEC
property provided.

Advise sought from
Cheshire East
Woodland Officer
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Residents of
Handforth

Cheshire
Wildlife Trust
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Appendices

Appendix 1
Extract from Handforth Local Neighbourhood Plan 2018-2030

Policy H8 Landscape and Biodiversity
All development should conserve the landscape character and quality and should where
possible, enhance and effectively manage the historic, natural and man-made landscape
features that contribute to local distinctiveness of both rural and urban landscapes in
accordance with Policy SE4 of the Cheshire East Local Plan Strategy.
New development will be expected to protect and/or conserve the historical and
ecological qualities of the area. These areas are identified on Map 10 and include:

1.

Woodland on Spath Lane

Handforth’s green corridor identified by Cheshire East Council that includes:
2.
The broad grass verge and hedgerow on west side of Wilmslow Road,
3.
Woodland on Epsom Avenue,
4.
Woodland between Lower Meadow Road and Hall Road
5.
Woodland in valley of Spath Brook leading down to the River Dean
And also:

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Woodland atop the environmental barrier alongside Coppice Way
Ancient hedgerows at the eastern extension of Hall Road
Woodland atop the A34 environmental barrier
Woodland to the rear of The Race and Vale Head
Woodland in Dobbin Brook Clough
Woodland in the Dean Valley below Knowle Park
Hall Wood

Indigenous woodland planting should be a key feature of landscaping schemes, providing
linkages between areas of existing woodland and be designed to achieve a high level of
multi-functionality. Wherever practicable, new developments should be designed to
incorporate or replace existing ponds.
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Wherever possible new buildings should incorporate features to enhance local
biodiversity, such as bat and bird boxes, swift bricks etc. and green / living roofs.

Policy H9 Trees and Hedgerows
Hedgerows and trees which are identified as making a significant
contribution to the amenity, biodiversity and landscape character of the
surrounding area must be preserved, and development, which would
adversely impact upon them, will not normally be supported unless
substantial public benefits can be demonstrated, and their loss adequately
mitigated.

1.

Where the benefits of development are considered to outweigh the
benefit of preserving trees and hedgerows which fall below the standard
defined in (1) above, development will be permitted subject to adequate
compensatory provision of new planting being made.

2.

All new developments should be designed to protect existing healthy
mature trees either through the provision of TPOs or a permanent
arboriculture management programme for the site.

3.

Where no mature trees exist, developers of sites of greater than 10
dwellings will be expected to introduce landscaping which incorporates a
number of trees of locally suitable species on public open space.

4.

Appendix 2
UK Forestry Standard management planning criteria

No.

UKFS Management Plan Criteria

1

Forest management plans should state the Have objectives of management
objectives of management and set out
been stated? Consideration given to
how the appropriate balance between
economic, environmental and social
economic, environmental and social
factors (Section 2.2)
objectives will be achieved.

2

Forest management plans should address
the forest context and the forest potential
and demonstrate how the relevant
interests and issues have been considered
and addressed.
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Approval Criteria

Does the management strategy
(section 6) take into account the
forest context and any special
features identified within the
woodland survey (section 4)
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In designated areas, for example national
parks, particular account should be taken
of landscape and other sensitivities in the
design of forests and forest infrastructure.

Have appropriate designations been
identified (section 4.2) if so are
these reflected through the work
proposals in the management
strategy (Section
6)

4

At the time of felling and restocking, the
design of existing forests should be
reassessed and any necessary changes
made so that they meet UKFS
Requirements.

Felling and restocking are consistent
with UKFS forest design principles
(Section 5 of the UKFS)

5

Consultation on forest management plans
and proposals should be carried out
according to forestry authority procedures
and, where required, the Environmental
Impact Assessment Regulations.

Has consultation happened in line
with current FC guidance and
recorded as appropriate in section 7

6

Forests should be designed to achieve a
diverse structure of habitat, species and
ages of trees, appropriate to the scale and
context.

Do the felling and restocking
proposals create or improve
structural diversity (refer to the plan
of operations)

7

Forests characterised by a lack of diversity
due to extensive areas of even-aged trees
should be progressively restructured to
achieve a range of age classes.

Do the felling and restocking
proposals create or improve age
class diversity (refer to the plan of
operations)

8

Management of the forest should conform
to the plan, and the plan should be
updated to ensure it is current and
relevant.

Has a 5 year review period been
stated (1st page) and where
relevant achievements recorded in
section 3

9

New forests and woodlands should be
located and designed to maintain or
enhance the visual, cultural and ecological
value and character of the landscape.

When new planting is being
proposed under this plan is it
consistent with UKFS and FC
guidance on woodland creation

3

Appendix 3
Silvicultural systems

Phased restructuring of even aged stands
The prominence of woodlands within the community, suggest that low impact
silvicultural systems with a continuous canopy would be preferred for the management
and regeneration of the woodland. Thus, a flexible, adaptive and opportunistic approach
to stand management, which would diversify the stand structure, age class and species
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mix might be appropriate. Stand transformation is a long-term process, sometimes
greater than normal rotational age of the tree species.
An ideal approach with regard to Handforth woodlands, would thus be to create small,
irregular gaps in the canopy, created either naturally or by selective group felling with
new generation (natural regeneration or supplementary planting) encouraged. A priority
would be the thinning of stands of young and semi-mature trees e.g. beech, to promote
regeneration of native, broadleaved species. ‘Irregular’ refers to the multiple age classes
that become established in the expanding gaps.
Woodland ‘Reserves’
Woodland areas should be retained for the long-term as Woodland Reserves. This is
specifically designed to support wildlife and landscape conservation. Any timber removal
should be discouraged and the woodland allowed to progress to an old growth type rich
in veteran trees and dead wood. ‘Reserve trees’ i.e. old trees, should, where possible be
retained indefinitely as a seed source, biological reserve/future veterans or for landscape
reasons. Intervention may be required for safety reasons or to prevent unwanted
species establishing or becoming too dominant.
Active inputs such as maintaining and enhancing public access and any stockproof
boundaries, and controlling non-native species will be required.
The following areas are identified for long term retention as Woodland Reserves;
Compartments 3,4,8,9,11,12
Establishment, restocking and regeneration.
Natural regeneration will be favoured wherever possible; however, this may result in the
establishment of both native and non-native and also desirable and undesirable species.
In some situations, supplementary planting may need to be carried out in order to;
•
maintain the continuity of a species in the landscape where it is not
regenerating naturally or at a sufficient stocking density.
•
re-establish a species in a stand where it has been excluded or suppressed
by a more dominant vegetation, e.g. oak on an old beech stand.
•
diversify the species mix in a stand.
Where planting is necessary, the tree species chosen must not generate a new threat to
the woodland’s health and structure. Trees and shrubs should be from locally selected
seed or from an appropriate provenance and British grown from a reputable nursery. All
recently established trees will need protection from trampling and browsing animals
either through individual tree protection or temporary exclosures. Resources will be
required for the aftercare of the young trees in the years immediately after
establishment and this should be carried out until the planned species mix and stocking
levels are achieved. The removal of undesirable any species should be carried out during
the weeding phase of the establishment process. Records should be kept for all stages
during the establishment process. If tree guards and tree protection are used they
should be fit for purpose, appropriate to the location, maintained and removed and/or
recycled when no longer required.
Waste disposal and pollution
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See also Pesticide Use
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Comply with COSHH regulations.
Storage of fuel – See FC Forestry and water guidelines.
Burning of cut rhododendron, lop and top should only occur if no alternative
available. This will be burned on steel sheets supported off the ground. Fires will
not be started on bare rock surfaces. Ash will be disposed of away from sensitive
habitats, wetlands and watercourses.
Emergency Pollution control. A contingency plan will be drawn up to deal with
accidental spillages.- (See FC Forestry and Water Guidelines)
Old fencing wire, posts and plastic tree shelters will be collected removed from
site and disposed of appropriately
All wastes will be disposed of to reputable and licensed waste disposal contractors.
Timber harvesting (or any other potentially polluting) operations near to water will
be planned under the relevant site risk assessment, and oil-scouring booms and
silt traps will be deployed / constructed at suitable points downstream of the
area(s) of possible disturbance.
Biodegradable chain oil will be specified for all users.
Machines with biodegradable hydraulic oil will be used for any works near or in
water as specified by the Environment Agency.
Contractors with machinery will be required to have anti-spill oil clean-up kits on
site at all times with their machines.
Suitable refuelling and overnight parking points will be discussed and marked on a
map with the site risk assessment, to avoid sensitive areas such as proximity to
water bodies or particularly sensitive ground vegetation.

Pesticide Use
• Pesticide use will be minimised.
• Users of pesticides will take all precautions to protect the health of humans and
safeguard the environment and avoid the pollution of water.
• It will be ensured that pesticides are stored, used and disposed of responsibly and
sustainably
• The responsible and sustainable use of herbicides will only be one element in the
effective control on non-native invasive plants
• Where chemical control is the only option, most of the foliage will be removed
prior to treatment. The application of herbicide will primarily be directly on freshly
cut stumps or the regrowth. The regrowth is considerably easier to treat than full
grown bushes, requires less herbicide and is much more responsive to chemical
treatment. This will also reduce the risk of spray drift affecting the environment
and the operator.
• Young seedlings will be eradicated as soon as they establish preferably by hand,
before they have a chance to spread. It is easier to control small seedlings by
hand than large bushes.
• Pesticide application will take careful consideration of buffer areas, weather and
ground conditions and the risk to water supplies.
• Care and precautions will be taken to avoid herbicide drift and accidental spraying
of any other vegetation.
• Contractors and operatives shall clearly understand and implement precautions,
environmental protection plans, protocols and emergency procedures.
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See Reducing Pesticide Use in Forestry. FC Practice Guide 2004

Soils
• Soils will be protected and enhanced in terms of physical, chemical and biological
properties
• Estate and forest operations will be planned and managed in order to avoid
damage to the soil structure and function. If damage does occur, reinstatement
work will be undertaken.
• Timing of management works will be flexible to take into account the season and
weather. Dry soils have a greater bearing capacity than wet soils. Operations will
be monitored and modified, postponed or stopped if degradation starts to occur.
Water
• Operations will avoid creating pollution, erosion and sedimentation.
• Inspections will be carried out during forestry work and action will be taken
immediately if pollution or sedimentation starts to occur.
• Machinery will not operate in or ford watercourses.

Protection from unauthorised activities
• Appropriate measures will be taken to reduce the threat of wood theft. Incidents
will be reported to the police and a crime reference number obtained.
• Multi agency cooperation, engagement and education are key elements in the
effort to reduce and prevent fly tipping.
• Campfires and illegal camping will be discouraged.
• Unauthorised use of public footpaths and permissive paths by mountain bikers will
be discouraged.
• No felling work should take place without an appropriate felling licence (if
required). Any work taking place within an SBI will be agreed with the Local
Authority with Guidance from the Cheshire Wildlife Trust in advance of the
operation.
Game management
Not applicable

Appendix 4
Enhancing landscape, biodiversity and special features
Surveys monitoring and records
Surveys and monitoring for breeding birds, bat roosts in trees, invertebrates of dead
wood and open ground, pond fauna, rare/BAP vascular plants and rare bryophytes
ideally are required. Opportunities to increase knowledge of other groups e.g. lichens,
fungi, lepidoptera should also be encouraged.
Structural and species diversity
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Low impact silvicultural systems will generate a greater structural diversity over the
whole Estate. Natural processes will be encouraged and natural regeneration will be
promoted through creating the right conditions and protection. Veteran trees and
potential veteran trees will be identified, recorded and protected. Trees will be retained
beyond their normal rotational length until their demise. Stands will be allowed to
develop towards an old growth type. Where practicable and acceptable, fallen and
standing dead wood of all species will be retained. Woodland management and tree
safety work will also contribute to the accumulation of dead wood (coronet cuts/bat slots
in any tree surgery work).
Disturbance
Areas where little management is required, where access for management is
poor/difficult, or which are habitats or breeding areas of important species should be
considered as areas of low disturbance. Where disturbance within areas of high visitor
pressure, use by fencing off to protect natural regeneration and ground flora, and using
brash/felled trees to restrict access should be considered.
Non-native and ‘near native’ tree species
Beech and sycamore regenerate freely and retention may lead to significant changes in
woodland composition (and therefore biodiversity). Management will generally seek to
favour native and near native species by removing beech and sycamore where
appropriate, although veterans of these species will be retained.
Timing of any Operations
Aim to avoid the bird nesting period (April to mid-August inclusive).
The public will be kept informed of any operations and management including up to date
interpretation and notices.
Archaeology and sites of cultural interest
Historic and archaeological feature are likely to exist at a number of locations across the
compartments in Handforth. As far as possible, contractors will be made aware of the
location of historic features and archaeological sites, and these will be marked on the
ground prior to any works. These should be protected during all arboricultural
operations. Potentially, some of these features will require ongoing conservation work
such as tree removal which where necessary should be directed by the County
Archaeologist.
Public access and impacts on local people
Operations may have an impact on local communities.
Individuals, Parish Councils, Local Authority and relevant organisations will be fully
consulted at the planning stage of any major operation. Timing of operations will take
account of factors such as traffic and visitor levels. The public will be kept informed of
any major management works and operations through temporary on-site signage prior
to operations. Public rights of way used as access routes will be kept open and where
necessary reinstated promptly after operations. Improvement works and woodland
furniture such as signs, waymarkers and path surfaces need to be maintained and be in
keeping with the surrounding estate.
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Maps

Map 1. Woodland compartments
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Map 2. Land in Cheshire East Council ownership

Map 3. Access
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Map 4. Woodland as listed by DEFRA
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Map 5. Handforth Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)
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Map 6. Handforth south-east. Tithe 1844

Map 7. Handforth west. Tithe 1844
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Map 8. Handforth north-east. Tithe 1844

Map 9. Handforth central. OS 1882
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Map 10. Handforth west, showing River Dean. OS 1882

Map 11. Handforth east, showing River Dean. OS 1882
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Aerial photo 1. 1945 Compt 4.

Aerial photo 2. 1945 River Dean
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Map 12. Compt. 1
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Map 13. Compts. 2,3,4
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Map 14. Compts. 5,6,7,8,11,12
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Map 15. Compts. 9,10

Map 16. Hall Wood (Compt. 12) sub-compartments
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Map 17. Additional compartments
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